A literary Renaissance: Distinctively American Voices

Summary Assignment

The spirit of reform and the revival of religious feeling in the early 1800s coincided with a flowering of American literature.  American essayists, poets, and novelists who were previously overshadowed by European literature now became widely admired.  One notable group of philosophers and writers in New England were the transcendentalists.  The most influential transcendentalists were Ralph Waldo Emerson, who published his best essay, Nature, in 1836.  Other leaders of the movement included Margaret Fuller and Henry David Thoreau, the author of Walden. 

Many of the nation’s writers set out to create uniquely American works that celebrated the people, history, and natural beauty of the United States.  James Fenimore Cooper romanticized Native Americans and frontier life in his Leatherstocking Tales, the most famous being The Last of the Mohicans (1826), Nathaniel Hawthorne, who produced more than 100 tales and novels, explored the Puritan heritage of New Englanders in books like the Scarlet Letter (1850).  Herman Melville, another New Englander, wrote the whaling adventure Moby Dick (1851), a masterpiece of American fiction.  Edgar Allen Poe achieved fame as a poet and writer of macabre short stories and detective tales.  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow drew upon American history to create poems like “Paul Revere’s Ride” (1863) and the “Song of Hiawatha” (1855) about a legendary Iroquois chief.  Perhaps the most provocative American writer of the day was Walt Whitman, who pioneered a new kind of poetry with Leaves of Grass (1855)

Go to this website: 

http://poestories.com/stories.php
Once you are on this website I would like for you to choose one of Edgar Allen Poe’s short stories or poems.  Read the short story or poem of your choice and write a summary conveying the message that Poe is trying to present.  Furthermore, look up his biography on this website and explain how his upbringing may have possibly influenced his writing.

Make sure you:

1. Type out your summary (explain the meaning of his writing, explain what influenced his writing, summarize his biography)

2. Create a title page

3. Create a Work Cited Page (APA format)

4. 12pt font

5. double spaced

6. must be 1-2 pages 

If you would like you may create a power-point presentation discussing any of the other great writers of this time period listed above.

Make sure you:

1. Create a title page

2. Give me background information (biography)

3. present a piece of their work

4. explain what their piece of literature was about

5. explain what influenced their writing

6. be creative with your power-point

7. explain how their literature reflected the ideas of America at the time (i.e. transcendentalism)

8. Create a Work Cited Page

