An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project

Millions of immigrants entered the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, lured by the promise of a better life.  Some of these immigrants sought to escape difficult conditions—such as famine, land shortages, or religious or political persecution.  Others, known as “birds of passage,” intended to immigrate temporarily to earn money, and then return to their homelands.  
Between 1870 and 1920, approximately 20 million Europeans arrived in the United States. Before 1890, most immigrants came from countries in western and northern Europe.  Beginning in the 1890s, however, increasing numbers came from southern and eastern Europe.  In 1907 alone, about a million people arrived from Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.  Why did so many leave their homelands?  Many of these new immigrants left to escape religious persecution.  Other Europeans left because of rising population.  Between 1800 and 1900, the population in Europe doubled to nearly 400 million, resulting in a scarcity of land for farming.  Farmers competed with laborers for too few industrial jobs.  In the United States, jobs were supposedly plentiful.  In addition, a spirit of reform and revolt had spread across Europe in the 19th century.  Influenced by political movements at home, many young European men and women sought independent lives in America.
In order to gauge a better understanding of the difficulties faced by newcomers to a foreign culture you are going to develop a poem based on an imagined immigrant experience.  Imagine what it would be like to be an immigrant.  Describe your feelings and observations and the challenges of being a newcomer.  You may describe such experiences as: difficulties of the journey to the U.S. (traveling to the U.S. and seeing the Statue of Liberty for the first time); going through the inspections (i.e. Ellis Island or Angel Island); experiences once admitted to the country (challenges that were faced w/nativisism); and immigration restrictions; life in the cities as an immigrant.
Freshman Literature Literary Definitions: (You must use this in your poem!)
Imagery: The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas.
Mood: is the feeling or atmosphere that an author creates in a story or poem

You must answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your poem:
1. Define: immigration, urbanization, nativism, melting pot

2. What reasons did people from other parts of the world have for immigrating to the United States?

3. What difficulties did immigrants face on their journey to the United States?
4. What difficulties did immigrants face in gaining admission to the United States?

5. How did many immigrants cope after arriving in America?

6. What did nativists believe?

7. What were the effects of the massive influx of immigrants to the U.S. in the late 1800s?
	An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History


Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________

	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning/Content of Immigrant’s Poem
	The poem clearly represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem only somewhat represents the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to immigration experiences.
	The poem does not represent the idea of immigration experiences. The student's poem/symbolism was obviously hastily written. There is no connection between the poem and the idea of immigration experiences.

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Ability to Captivate the Reader/Mood
	Captivates and involves the reader deeply.
	Well-focused and interests reader throughout.
	Some focus, but lacks continuity.
	Unfocused; author seems unsure of direction

	Developed questions/

explanations 
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough of immigration experiences.
	An explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation discusses the ideas of immigration experiences.
	The explanations, regarding the questions, do not fully discuss the idea of immigration experiences. It is messy and/or lacks detail.
	The explanations were clearly written hastily and have no detail and/or do not discuss any connection with the ideas of immigration experiences.

	Sensory Images/Imagery
	Vivid, detailed images and intensely felt emotion
	Clear use of sensory images to portray ideas or emotions
	Some use of image idea or emotion
	Difficult to visualize image or emotion.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.


Comments:







Total Points:
America has often been referred to as a “melting pot”.  Many people have left their homeland and immigrated toAmerica in search of a better life.  Between 1820 and 1924, over thirty-five million people came to America.  For many of them the trip to America was a difficult and often very dangerous trip.  When the immigrants arrived most of them had to go through Ellis Island, the immigration headquarters.  At Ellis Island, immigrants were inspected and had to pass many tests before they were allowed to enter America.  By completing the activities in this Web Quest you will learn about many of the difficulties and hardships immigrants had to overcome before being allowed to enterAmerica.
Ellis Island opened in 1892 as a federal immigration station, a purpose it served for more than 60 years (it closed in 1954). Millions of newly arrived immigrants passed through the station during that time--in fact, it has been estimated that close to 40 percent of all current U.S. citizens can trace at least one of their ancestors to Ellis Island.

Ellis Island—The History Channel

http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island
Scholastic’s Interactive Tour of Ellis Island

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm
Immigration: The living mosaic of people, culture, & hope

http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/


Ellis Island Museum

http://www.nyharborparks.org/visit/elis.html
Immigration Webquest

http://www.walworth.k12.wi.us/3-4%20Team/Stelling/Immigration%20Web%20Quest.htm
An Immigrants Experience Poem Brainstorm

Name:_________________________

Class Period:_______________

	The Journey
	Ellis Island
	Life in America
	Experience w/Nativism

	What was it like to travel to America by boat?


	What it was like at Ellis Island?
	What was an immigrant’s new life in America like?
	What were some of the negative experiences with native born Americans?


An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project

Millions of immigrants entered the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, lured by the promise of a better life.  Some of these immigrants sought to escape difficult conditions—such as famine, land shortages, or religious or political persecution.  Others, known as “birds of passage,” intended to immigrate temporarily to earn money, and then return to their homelands.  

Between 1870 and 1920, approximately 20 million Europeans arrived in the United States. Before 1890, most immigrants came from countries in western and northern Europe.  Beginning in the 1890s, however, increasing numbers came from southern and eastern Europe.  In 1907 alone, about a million people arrived from Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.  Why did so many leave their homelands?  Many of these new immigrants left to escape religious persecution.  Other Europeans left because of rising population.  Between 1800 and 1900, the population in Europe doubled to nearly 400 million, resulting in a scarcity of land for farming.  Farmers competed with laborers for too few industrial jobs.  In the United States, jobs were supposedly plentiful.  In addition, a spirit of reform and revolt had spread across Europe in the 19th century.  Influenced by political movements at home, many young European men and women sought independent lives in America.
In order to gauge a better understanding of the difficulties faced by newcomers to a foreign culture you are going to develop a poem based on an imagined immigrant experience.  Imagine what it would be like to be an immigrant.  Describe your feelings and observations and the challenges of being a newcomer.  You may describe such experiences as: difficulties of the journey to the U.S. (traveling to the U.S. and seeing the Statue of Liberty for the first time); going through the inspections (i.e. Ellis Island or Angel Island); experiences once admitted to the country (challenges that were faced w/nativisism); and immigration restrictions.

You must answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your poem:
1. Define: immigration, urbanization, nativism, melting pot

2. What reasons did people from other parts of the world have for immigrating to the United States?

3. What difficulties did immigrants face on their journey to the United States?

4. What difficulties did immigrants face in gaining admission to the United States?

5. How did many immigrants cope after arriving in America?

6. What did nativists believe?

7. What were the effects of the massive influx of immigrants to the U.S. in the late 1800s?

English Language Arts Standards »History/Social Studies » Grade 9-10

1. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.
2. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
4. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

5. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1d Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
7. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes.
8. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2a Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

9. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

12. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Production and Distribution of Writing 

1. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

2. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

3. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
Examples of Imagery
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climbed up the
broken twig.

The sweet smell of
freshly baked apple
filled the air.

One bite of the
sour lemon caused
my lips to pucker.

The sharp edge of
the paper cut my
finger and made
it sting

The car squeaked

every time | hit
abump in the road.
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feartul serious
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Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles.  From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame,
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

Emma Lazarus

The New Colossus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"
Emma Lazarus

A poem by Emma Lazarus is graven on a tablet
within the pedestal on which the statue stands.
Emma Lazarus's famous lines captured the nation's imagination and continues to shape the way we think about immigration and freedom today. Written in 1883, her celebrated poem, "The New Colossus," is engraved on a plaque in the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty. Over the years, the sonnet has become part of American culture, inspiring everything from an Irving Berlin show tune to a call for immigrants' rights.

One of the first successful Jewish American authors, Lazarus was part of the late nineteenth century New York literary elite and was recognized in her day as an important American poet. In her later years, she wrote bold, powerful poetry and essays protesting the rise of antisemitism and arguing for Russian immigrants' rights. She called on Jews to unite and create a homeland in Palestine before the title Zionist had even been coined.
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As a Jewish American woman, Emma Lazarus faced the challenge of belonging to two often conflicting worlds. As a woman she dealt with unequal treatment in both. The difficult experiences lent power and depth to her work. At the same time, her complicated identity has obscured her place in American culture.

	








