Pro-Slavery or Anti-Slavery Political Cartoon/Flyer Project
You are living in a time when the United States is expanding West (Manifest Destiny) and the Gold Rush is on in California; and the Transcontinental Railroad is in full swing.  These events have an astounding effect on the slavery issue because each new territory brings up the argument of free state or slave state.  You are going to choose to either be an abolitionist (anti-slavery) or pro-slavery activist.  You are then going to create a political cartoon/flyer explaining various reasons that support your cause of why slavery should exist in the United States or why slavery should not exist.  Make sure these reasons are reflecting relevant (historical) reasons as to why you believe in this cause.  They must be relevant to the topic of our discussion.  You may want to choose the side that you feel most strongly against.  You may want to look on pages 144-149 in the section titled “Reforming American Society” to gather ideas about positions for and against slavery.  Also read pages 156-165 in the section titled “The Divisive Politics of Slavery” to gain further insight on the battles of slavery.
Answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your flyer:

1. How does slavery affect the United States economy?

2. Should states have more of a say or should the federal government have more of a say in whether new territories should be Free states or Slave states? Explain.

3. Does the Constitution support slavery or condemn slavery? Explain.

4. Is slavery immoral or just “frowned upon” by certain societies and religions?  Explain your answer.
5. What are the negative effects if African Americans are freed and what are the positive effects?

6. What could happen to the Union if slavery were to be banned? 
7. Include some politicians who were living at this time whom support your ideas.

8. Condemn other politicians who were living at this time who do not support your ideas. 
Be creative and include visual aids that are relevant to the time period that you are living in!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Pro-Slavery or Anti-Slavery Flyer Project
Rubric

Name:___________________



Date:________







Points/Out of
Knowledge of Content (historical relevance)

40pts

______

Presentation (creativity)




20pts

______

Grammar





20pts

______

Visual Literacy





20pts

______

Total






100pts

______
	Political Cartoon/Flyer Drawing (Anti/Pro-Slavery or Anti/Pro Reconstruction)

Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History 




Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________
	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning of political cartoon/ flyer drawing
	The drawing clearly represents the idea of the anti-slavery/pro-slavery activists. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to the divisive politics of slavery or reconstruction.
	The drawing represents the idea of the anti-slavery/pro-slavery activists. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to the divisive politics of slavery or reconstruction.
	The drawing only somewhat represents the idea of the anti-slavery/pro-slavery activists. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to the divisive politics of slavery or reconstruction.
	The drawing does not represent the idea of the anti-slavery/pro-slavery activists. The student's symbols were obviously hastily drawn. There is no connection between the picture and the idea of the divisive politics of slavery or reconstruction. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Visual Aids
	Artifacts are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.  Visual aids contains all items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids contain some items presented on your project sheet.
	Artifacts are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.   Visual aids contain few items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids do not contain any items presented on your project sheet.

	Developed questions/
explanations 
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough.
	An explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation discusses the ideas of anti/pro slavery or anti/pro reconstruction.
	The explanations, regarding the questions, do not fully discuss the idea of anti/pro slavery or anti/pro reconstruction. It is messy and/or lacks detail
	The explanations were clearly written hastily and have no detail and/or do not discuss any connection with the ideas of anti/pro slavery or anti/pro reconstruction.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.


Comments:









Total Points:


Total Percentage:
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