An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project

Millions of immigrants entered the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, lured by the promise of a better life.  Some of these immigrants sought to escape difficult conditions—such as famine, land shortages, or religious or political persecution.  Others, known as “birds of passage,” intended to immigrate temporarily to earn money, and then return to their homelands.  
Between 1870 and 1920, approximately 20 million Europeans arrived in the United States. Before 1890, most immigrants came from countries in western and northern Europe.  Beginning in the 1890s, however, increasing numbers came from southern and eastern Europe.  In 1907 alone, about a million people arrived from Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.  Why did so many leave their homelands?  Many of these new immigrants left to escape religious persecution.  Other Europeans left because of rising population.  Between 1800 and 1900, the population in Europe doubled to nearly 400 million, resulting in a scarcity of land for farming.  Farmers competed with laborers for too few industrial jobs.  In the United States, jobs were supposedly plentiful.  In addition, a spirit of reform and revolt had spread across Europe in the 19th century.  Influenced by political movements at home, many young European men and women sought independent lives in America.

Directions: In order to gain a better understanding of the difficulties faced by newcomers to a foreign culture you are going to develop a poem based on an imagined immigrant experience.  Imagine what it would be like to be an immigrant.  Describe your feelings and observations and the challenges of being a newcomer.  You may describe such experiences as: difficulties of the journey to the U.S. (traveling to the U.S. and seeing the Statue of Liberty for the first time); going through the inspections (i.e. Ellis Island or Angel Island); experiences once admitted to the country (challenges that were faced w/nativism); and immigration restrictions; life in the cities as an immigrant.
Freshman Literature Literary Definitions: (You must use this in your poem!)
Imagery: The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas.
Mood: is the feeling or atmosphere that an author creates in a story or poem

You must answer all of these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your poem:

1. Define: immigration, urbanization, nativism, melting pot

2. What reasons did people from other parts of the world have for immigrating to the United States?

3. What difficulties did immigrants face on their journey to the United States?  What difficulties did immigrants face in gaining admission to the United States?
4. How did many immigrants cope after arriving in America?  In other words, how did immigrants deal with challenges they faced in America?
5. What did nativists believe when it came to immigration?  Were their beliefs valid?  How did they effect immigration?

6. What were the effects of the massive influx (amount) of immigrants to the U.S. in the late 1800s?

	An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History


Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________

	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning/Content of Immigrant’s Poem
	The poem clearly represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem only somewhat represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to immigration experiences.
	The poem does not represent the idea of immigration experiences. The student's poem/symbolism was obviously hastily written. There is no connection between the poem and the idea of immigration experiences.

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Quality of Evidence
	Poem provides credible evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research and Introduces precise, knowledgeable claims(s)
	Poem somewhat draws evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research and introduces some knowledgeable claim(s)
	Poem provides little amount of evidence which is drawn from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research and introduces a few  knowledgeable claim(s)
	 Poem introduces no knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s).  No evidence is drawn from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

	Ability to Captivate the Reader/Mood
	Captivates and involves the reader deeply.
	Well-focused and interests reader throughout.
	Some focus, but lacks continuity.
	Unfocused; author seems unsure of direction

	Sensory Images/Imagery
	Vivid, detailed images and intensely felt emotion
	Clear use of sensory images to portray ideas or emotions
	Some use of image idea or emotion
	Difficult to visualize image or emotion.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.


“AN IMMIRANTS EXPERIENCE” POETRY PROJECT: 

PERSPECTIVES
You may write from the following perspectives:
· AN IMMIGRANT LEAVING THEIR COUNTRY AND THEIR JOURNEY ON THE STEAMSHIP (PGS, 254-256)
· AN IMMIGRANT GOING THROUGH ELLIS OR ANGEL ISLAND (PGS, 256-257)
· AN IMMIGRANT LIVING IN URBAN AMERICA (EXPERIENCES IN THE CITY & IN FACTORIES) (PGS, 264-266)
· AN IMMIGRANT’S EXPERIENCE WITH NATIVISM (PGS, 258-259)
· A NATIVIST SENITMENT (FEELINGS) ON IMMIGRANTS MOVING INTO AMERICA (PGS, 258-259)
· AN IMMIGRANT’S EXPERIENCE TODAY

· ANALYSIS AND PERSPECTIVE OF THE BORDER WALL
Examples of Imagery
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climbed up the
broken twig.

The sweet smell of
freshly baked apple
filled the air.

One bite of the
sour lemon caused
my lips to pucker.

The sharp edge of
the paper cut my
finger and made
it sting

The car squeaked

every time | hit
abump in the road.
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engry mischievous
onxious optimistic
<alm. patriotic
corefree  peaceful
coretul pessimistic
cautious playful
cheerful provd
excited relaxed
Friendy s0d
feartul serious
frustration  scared
fonny shocked
gleomy sily
happy suspicious
hopefol terrified
humorous  thoughtful
jovfol upbeat
lonely worried
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Here are some websites you can go to help support your writing:

Ellis Island—The History Channel

http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island
Scholastic’s Interactive Tour of Ellis Island

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm
Immigration: The living mosaic of people, culture, & hope

http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/


Ellis Island Museum

http://www.nyharborparks.org/visit/elis.html
Immigration Webquest

http://www.walworth.k12.wi.us/3-4%20Team/Stelling/Immigration%20Web%20Quest.htm
Here are some sample poems you can use as an example:
The New Colossus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"
Emma Lazarus

Life

As I was staring outside of my window

inside of my cramped room,

feeling so tired and exhausted,

heat beginning to consume,

water flowing carrying disease,

people scared to drink,

filthy kids running in the streets,

parents don’t know what to think,

exhausted from work,

only making ends meet.

meanwhile pickpockets looking for their victims,

not enough police officers to stop crimes,

broken systems

left home promised a new and better life,

instead disappointed, dealing with strife.

Immigration Nation
· I am the definition of immigration
· The product of a simple dream and imagination 
· When times got hard I was never patient 
· Sitting back with the thought of determination
· While having to deal with segregation
· With the smell of manure and hot steamy condensation 
· Plush dreams bad scenes…. no peace of mind
· Harsh words white herds…. No committed crimes
· No voice in society living like a mime
· Work harder than my father but can't spend a dime   
· Want to play with my sisters but can't find the time 
· Sad songs music plays...can you hear the chimes 
· High cost low wages, can't afford the fines
· Small rooms, big wounds…. living in a tower
· Dark nights, small tights…. living with no power
· Hot heat, spoiled meat….. living with no shower
· Big place, small vase…. blossom like a flower 
· I am the definition of immigration 
· I am Ellis Island….patiently waiting
· I am the shoeless child that doesn't fear intimidation  
· I am the traveling brother moving to a new nation
· I am the sad tears, wet precipitation
· I am Immigration Nation!
An Immigrants Experience Poem Draft

1. What is your chosen perspective?

2. What will be the mood of your poem?

3. What type of poem are you creating? 

· Allegory (Time, Real and Imaginary by Samuel Taylor Coleridge)

· Ballad (As You Came from the Holy Land by Sir Walter Raleigh)

· Blank verse (The Princess by Alfred, Lord Tennyson)

· Burlesque (Hudibras by Samuel Butler)

· Cacophony (The Bridge by Hart Crane)

· Canzone (A Lady Asks Me by Guido Cavalcanti)

· Conceit (The Flea by John Donne)

· Dactyl (The Lost Leader by Robert Browning)

· Elegy (Elegy Written in a Country Courtyard by Thomas Gray)

· Epic (The Odyssey by Homer)

· Epitaph (An Epitaph by Walter de la Mare)

· Free verse (The Waste-Land by TS Eliot)

· Haiku (How Many Gallons by Issa)

· Imagery (In a Station of the Metro by Ezra Pound)

· Limerick (There Was a Young Lady of Dorking by Edward Lear)

· Lyric (When I Have Fears by John Keats)

· Name (Nicky by Marie Hughes)

· Narrative (The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe)

· Ode (Ode to a Nightingale by Percy Bysshe Shelley)

· Pastoral (To a Mouse by Robert Burns)

· Petrarchan sonnet (London, 1802 by William Wordsworth)

· Quatrain (The Tyger by William Blake)

· Refrain (Troy Town by Dante Rosetti)

· Senryu (Hide and Seek by Shuji Terayama)

· Shakespearean sonnet (Sonnet 116 by Shakespeare)

· Sonnet (Leda and the Swan by William Butler Yeats)

· Tanka (A Photo by Alexis Rotella)

· Terza rima (Acquainted with the Night by Robert Frost)

4. Create a draft of your poem
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