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American History: Chapter 7 Sections 1-3 Webquest

America has often been referred to as a "melting pot".  Many people have left their homeland and immigrated to America in search of a better life.  Between 1820 and 1924 over thirty-five million people came to America.  For many of them the trip to America was a difficult and often very dangerous trip.  When the immigrants arrived, most of them had to go through Ellis Island, the immigration headquarters.  At Ellis Island, immigrants were inspected and had to pass many tests before they were allowed to enter America. 

About Ellis Island
Ellis Island opened in 1892 as a federal immigration station, a purpose it served for more than 60 years (it closed in 1954).  Millions of newly arrived immigrants passed through the station during that time--in fact, it has been estimated that close to 40% of all current U.S. citizens can trace at least one of their ancestors to Ellis Island.
Directions: In order for you to gain a better perspective of the life of a 19th century immigrant you will follow an interactive tour of Ellis Island while answering webquest critical thinking questions.  By completing this Immigration Webquest you will learn about many of the difficulties and hardships immigrants had to overcome before being allowed to enter America.  This will help further your understanding of an immigrant’s experience.  

While taking an interactive tour of Ellis Island, answer the following questions below:

1. How many immigrants made their first stop in America at the Ellis Island Immigration Station between 1892 and 1954? (1)
2. Why were immigrants moving to America? (see First Stop “The Passage”) (2)
3. How did the invention of steamships change America?  What part of the ship did most immigrants stay? (3)
4. What is the difference between: emigrant and immigrant? (4)
5. What was the first thing that immigrants would see when arriving to New York? (5)
6. How was the first and second class passenger immigrants treated compared to third class passenger immigrants when it came to health inspections on the steamship? (6)
7. Lawrence Meinwald recalls coming to America from Poland in 1920, at age 6.  Listen to his interview and describe his experience. (see Second Stop “The Arrival”: Audio) (7)
8. What were the officers passing out to immigrants once they docked on Ellis Island? (8) 

9. Manny Steen describes arriving in New York Harbor to Ellis Island.  Listen to his interview and describe his experience. (see Third Stop “THE ELLIS ISLAND BAGGAGE ROOM”: Audio) (9)
10. Describe the immigration process in the Registry Room.  Explain how long it took for the medical and legal inspections. (see Fourth Stop “The Stairs to the Registry Room: Did You Know Section”) (10) 

11. What was the role of the Immigration Officials in the Great Hall?  What disease were immigrants checked for from 1903 to 1914?  What tool was used to check for this disease? (11)
12. What did the legal inspection team do to ensure that Lucy Attarian a five-year-old Armenian child from Turkey belonged to her parents? (see Fifth Stop “THE REGISTRY ROOM”: Audio) (12)
13. Describe the “six second physical.”  If an immigrant was considered a risk to the public health how were they symbolized or identified? (13)
14. What law forbade anyone with a dangerous contagious disease from entering the country? (See Sixth Stop “THE MEDICAL EXAM”: Did You Know) (14)
15. How many questions were asked of every immigrant?  What are the six example questions that the Webquest listed? (15)
16. Describe the immigration experiences of Paul Lauric and his family on Ellis Island. (see Seventh Stop “The Legal Inspection”: Audio) (16)
17. What did most immigrants nickname Ellis Island?  What did the unfortunate few who failed the health or legal inspections nickname Ellis Island? (17) 

18. What four programs or services awaited the immigrants at the bottom of the “Stairs of Separation”? (18)
19. How many languages were being translated at Ellis Island? (see Ninth Stop “The Stairs of Separation”: Did You Know) (19)
20. An area on the first floor of the building became known as "the kissing post."  Explain how it got that nickname. (20)
21. Estelle Belford arrived on Ellis Island in 1905 at age 5.  Describe her experience when arriving to America. (see Tenth Stop “The Kissing Post”: Audio) (21)
