An Immigrant’s Experience Poem Project

Millions of immigrants entered the United States in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, lured by the promise of a better life.  Some of these immigrants sought to escape difficult conditions—such as famine, land shortages, or religious or political persecution.  Others, known as “birds of passage,” intended to immigrate temporarily to earn money, and then return to their homelands.  

Between 1870 and 1920, approximately 20 million Europeans arrived in the United States. Before 1890, most immigrants came from countries in western and northern Europe.  Beginning in the 1890s, however, increasing numbers came from southern and eastern Europe.  In 1907 alone, about a million people arrived from Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.  Why did so many leave their homelands?  Many of these new immigrants left to escape religious persecution.  Other Europeans left because of rising population.  Between 1800 and 1900, the population in Europe doubled to nearly 400 million, resulting in a scarcity of land for farming.  Farmers competed with laborers for too few industrial jobs.  In the United States, jobs were supposedly plentiful.  In addition, a spirit of reform and revolt had spread across Europe in the 19th century.  Influenced by political movements at home, many young European men and women sought independent lives in America.
In order to gauge a better understanding of the difficulties faced by newcomers to a foreign culture you are going to develop a poem based on an imagined immigrant experience.  Imagine what it would be like to be an immigrant.  Describe your feelings and observations and the challenges of being a newcomer.  You may describe such experiences as: difficulties of the journey to the U.S. (traveling to the U.S. and seeing the Statue of Liberty for the first time); going through the inspections (i.e. Ellis Island or Angel Island); experiences once admitted to the country (challenges that were faced w/nativisism); and immigration restrictions; life in the cities as an immigrant.

You must answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your poem:
1. Define: immigration, urbanization, nativism, melting pot

2. What reasons did people from other parts of the world have for immigrating to the United States?

3. What difficulties did immigrants face on their journey to the United States?

4. What difficulties did immigrants face in gaining admission to the United States?

5. How did many immigrants cope after arriving in America?

6. What did nativists believe?

7. What were the effects of the massive influx of immigrants to the U.S. in the late 1800s?

	An Immigrants Experience Poem Project Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History


Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________

	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning/Content of Immigrant’s Poem
	The poem clearly represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem represents the idea of immigration experiences. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to immigration experiences.
	The poem only somewhat represents the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to immigration experiences.
	The poem does not represent the idea of immigration experiences. The student's poem/symbolism was obviously hastily written. There is no connection between the poem and the idea of immigration experiences.

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Ability to Captivate the Reader
	Captivates and involves the reader deeply.
	Well-focused and interests reader throughout.
	Some focus, but lacks continuity.
	Unfocused; author seems unsure of direction

	Developed questions/

explanations 
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough of immigration experiences.
	An explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation discusses the ideas of immigration experiences.
	The explanations, regarding the questions, do not fully discuss the idea of immigration experiences. It is messy and/or lacks detail.
	The explanations were clearly written hastily and have no detail and/or do not discuss any connection with the ideas of immigration experiences.

	Sensory Images/Mood
	Vivid, detailed images and intensely felt emotion
	Clear use of sensory images to portray ideas or emotions
	Some use of image idea or emotion
	Difficult to visualize image or emotion.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.
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