Daoism (Taoism) Drawing/Poem Project

The ideas of Daoism became popular in the 5th and 4th centuries B.C.  Like Confucianism, Daoism does not concern itself with the underlying meaning of the universe.  Rather, it tries to set forth proper forms of behavior for human beings on earth.  Confucians believe that it is the duty of human beings to work hard to improve life here on Earth.  Daoists’ believe that the true way to follow the will of Heaven is not action but inaction.

According to Daoism the easiest way to act in harmony with the universal order is to act spontaneously and let nature take its course by not interfering with it

Your Task: Imagine that you are a believer in the philosophy Daoism during ancient China.  Create a drawing or a poem reflecting the beliefs of Daoism.  After you create your drawing/poem you will then be expected to write a one page paper on the philosophical idea of Daoism and its effect on art in ancient China.  Make sure it is double spaced, 12pt font, Times New Roman, and also make sure you cite your work in APA format. You may do some research on the internet to find more information on Daoism.  Look on pages 291-295 and read the section Literature to get some ideas on the Daoist influence.
1. Students will develop a research plan and identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies topics (GLE 7.A.1)

2. Distinguish between and analyze primary and secondary sources. (GLE 7.B.2)

3. Students will distinguish between and analyze fact and opinion and analyze sources to recognize bias and points of view (GLE 7.C.3)

4. Interpret maps, statistics, charts, diagrams, graphs, timelines, pictures, political cartoons, audiovisual materials, continua, written resources, art, and artifacts. (GLE 7.D.4)

5. Create maps, charts, diagrams, graphs, timelines, and political cartoons, to assist in analyzing and visualizing concepts in social studies. (GLE 7.E.5)

6. Identify, analyze, and compare the institutions, traditions and art forms of past and present societies. (Goal 1.9)

7. Plan and make written, oral and visual presentations for a variety of purposes and audiences. (Goal 2.1)

Alignment to Show-Me Standards for Social Studies:

1. Standard 2: Continuity and Change in World History

2. Standard 5: Major Elements of Geography

3. Standard 6: Relationships of the Individual and Groups to Institutions and Cultural Traditions

4. Standard 7: Tools of Social Science Inquiry

	Daoism (Taoism) Artistic Activity

Rubric

Class: Ms. Dix World History



	


Name:_______________________________
	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Taoist drawing
	The drawing is in the style reflecting Taoist art. Many different lines are exhibited with a variety of patterns, shapes, and forms.
	The drawing is similar to the style of Taoist art. Some lines are exhibited with a variety of patterns, shapes, and forms.
	The drawing is somewhat similar to the style of Taoist Art art. Few lines are exhibited with a variety of patterns, shapes, and forms.
	The drawing is not in the style of Taoist art.

	Meaning of Taoist drawing
	The drawing clearly represents the style of the Taoist work. The student's chosen symbols are identifiable to Taoism,
	The drawing represents the style of the Taoists work. student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to Taoism.
	The drawing only somewhat represents the style of the Taoists work. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to the idea of Taoism.
	The drawing does not represent a Taoists work. The student's symbols were obviously hastily drawn. There is no connection between the picture and the philosophical school of thought of Taoism.

	Inclusion of paper with symbolic meaning for Taoist drawing
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the Taoist drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough.
	An explanation was turned in along with the Taoist drawing. The explanation discusses the idea of Taoism.
	An explanation of the drawing/poem does not fully discuss the idea of Taoism. It is messy and/or lacks detail.
	The explanation was clearly written hastily and has no detail and/or does not discuss any connection to Taoism.

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Sources (APA format) Work Cited Page
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.








