England’s First Colonies Project
English settlers traveled to America seeking land and an escape from religious persecution.  By the early 1700s, 13 colonies had been founded along the Atlantic coast of North America.  The Southern Colonies grew labor-intensive cash crops on large plantations using indentured and enslaved labor.  Small farms and towns based on congregations developed in Northern Colonies.  Small farms in the Middle Colonies produced grain and other cash crops.  Cities based on fishing, trade, and commerce also developed in the Northern and Middle Colonies.

Several developments of the early colonial period still affect the nation today:

· Religious conflicts in Europe influenced the colonists’ ideas of religious tolerance

· The northern United States is still more urban (city) than much of the rural (country) South

· The United States remains a nation made up of immigrants from many countries

Your project consists of three elements: preparing a brochure for recruitment of colonists to the American colonies; creating a magazine about England and colonial America during the 1600-1700s (sketching the clothing of colonists (Puritans for example)); and choosing one out of 13 colonies to write a 3-5 page paper about.
1. Preparing a Recruitment Brochure for Colonies in the Americas: Prepare a Brochure (from Microsoft Publisher) that a recruiter working in an English town could use to recruit men and women for life in one of the American colonies.  Your main focus should be to attract women to your colony because it is very difficult to get women to venture out on this dangerous endeavor.  The brochure should incorporate details about life in America, including information about the geography and climate.  To help you with your brochure research and discover some of the reasons why so many people ventured out to the Americas.  Place those reasons in your brochure.  Here are some items you may want to put in your brochure:

· Economy changes in England

· Joint-Stock companies

· Reasons why you should live in an American colony?
· What would it do for women?
· What is life like for colonists in America (only partake in showing positive things.  Remember, you want people to want to go to the Americas)

· Include information about geography and climate

· Find old paintings or pictures of American colonies; geography of the Americas to make the brochure more creative

· Display old maps that were used by the colonists (see John Smith’s maps used by the Virginia Company)

· (note: you may want to look on page 46 of your books in the section titled “Luring Settlers” to help you with some ideas of how to lure settlers)

Sources: use internet resources and Chapter 2 Sections 1-3 (pages 42-56)
2. Creating a Colonial Magazine: Create a magazine displaying life during the colonial period (1600s-1700s).  Make sure to include a cover page, table of contents, visual aids throughout your magazine, editorials, interviews with colonists, interesting stories about the colonies and a work cited page.  Use some of the following ideas to display in your magazine

· Economical problems in England (economy changes)
· Politics in both England and the colonies

· Life in the British colonies in the Americas (negative and positive)

· Joint-stock companies

· Interviews of colonists

· Items that can be grown in the Americas (speak about the cash crops that can be grown in the Americas that can not be grown in Europe)
· Reasons for colonists to come to the Americas

· Sketching of the animals found in the Americas

· Colonial maps of the Americas (see John Smith’s maps by the Virginia Company)

· Story of Roanoke Colony

· Relations with Native American Tribes

· Sketching the Clothing of Colonists:  Create a set of fashion sketches for the typical wardrobe of the Puritans.  The sketches should include an ensemble for a woman and for a man.  Write an essay about the fashion of colonial clothing during the 1500s-1700s.  Use the library and internet sources to learn more about clothing and fashion in colonial times.
· Search on the internet the dress of colonists (what did their clothes look like?)

· Sketch out pictures of their clothing

· How did the men dress and how did the women dress?
· Make sure your essay is typed: 12pt font; times new roman; double spaced; APA format (must be cited and contain a work cited-page)

Sources: Use internet resources and your books in Chapter 2 sections 1-4 

Here is a website you may want to visit to get an idea of the colonial attire:

http://www.memorialhall.mass.edu/activities/dressup/index.html
3. 3-5 paper on ONE of the 13 colonies: (must be typed: 12pt font; times new roman; double spaced; APA format (must be cited and contain a work-cited page).  Check your APA format packet.  Here are some items that you may want to include in your paper:
· Background about the history of your chosen colony (founder of the colony, background of the people who began the colony etc.)
· What religious background is the majority of the people in your colony?
· Where in America is your colony located?
· What were the reasons that you colonists were leaving England?

· Describe the difficulties that the colonists faced?
· Analyze primary and secondary sources and explain their colonial life?
· Evaluate decisions that were made in the settlement of your colony.  (Were they good decisions or bad decisions?)

· How did the roles of religion and economics play in the colonists’ decisions to move to America?
· What were some of the crops that were grown in your colony?
· Discuss any cultural diffusion that might have taken place between the colonists and the Native Americans

· What Native American tribes lived near the colony

· Describe the relationship between the colonists and Native American tribes

· Is your colony a Northern, Middle, or Southern Colony????????

· What is the major crop (cash crop) that makes your colony money

Here is a list of colonies that you may choose from:

1. Virginia
2. Massachusetts

3. New Hampshire

4. Maryland

5. Connecticut

6. Rhode Island

7. Delaware

8. North Carolina

9. South Carolina

10. New Jersey

11. New York

12. Pennsylvania

13. Georgia

You may also choose to research the Roanoke colony as well

Here is a website for you to log on to for research:

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/13massachusetts.htm
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/13coloniesfood.htm
Check your book as a source as well![image: image1.png]



