Africa Research Project
This project involves you researching a country on the continent of Africa and tracing its ancient history up to modern times and presenting its characteristics of a civilization using Power-Point, Prezi or another mode of presentation.  Remember, you are presenting me a brief history of your country’s ancient history and in-depth features of their contemporary society.  You will have to voice-record your presentation.
Here are the details:

Select a country on the continent of Africa.  Once you have selected a country, research its ancient history and its contemporary society and present to me the following topics:
Ancient History: Give me a little background information about their ancient history.  Here are some suggestions: foundation, language, government, economic activity, religion, geographical features, social structure, artistic activity. (2-3 slides) 
Contemporary Society: Then begin researching the contemporary part of your country.  Here are some suggestion:  Tell what type of government is in place.  Who is the leader of the country?  What kind of economy exists?  What are the major religions?  Explain their social structure.  What do the people do for entertainment in the country?  Describe the geographical features of the country (mountains, rivers, oceans, etc).  Identify the climate zone your country located in (dessert, mild, rain forest, savannah).  How does this affect their society and the way they live?  What kind of relationship exists between the country and the U.S.?  Are there any contemporary/current events going on today with your country?  Explain interesting facts about their culture such as their traditions or customs (holidays, music, food, fashion).  Display their national flag. (8-12 slides)
You will present this information to the class by recording your voice on your slides and you will have to turn in a sheet that displays your researched information (your notes that you took).  Make sure your name is on all documents.  You can present your information using a Power-Point, Prezi or any other presentations modes.  There is a rubric attached from which your presentation will be evaluated.  Arrange your presentation accordingly.  Please make sure that your power-point is creative, displaying a variety of visual literacy (pictures, videos, sample music).  Make sure your audience can read and understand your power-point.  (Be aware of your backgrounds of your power-point in contrast to the color of your font).  Don’t make your slides word-heavy and font must be no smaller than 24pt.  Your power-point information must be cited and have a work cited page (APA format).
Here are some websites you can use for your research:

www.cia.gov
www.state.gov
www.everyculture.com
Suggested Resources:

http://country-facts.findthedata.com/
http://heritage.org/index/country/
	COUNTRIES OF AFRICA:

	 

	ANGOLA
ETHIOPIA
NIGER
ALGERIA
GABON
NIGERIA
BENIN
GAMBIA
RWANDA
BOTSWANA
GHANA
SENEGAL
BURKINA FASO
GUINEA
SEYCHELLES
BURUNDI
KENYA
SIERRA LEONE
CAMEROON
LESOTHO
SOMALIA
CAPE VERDE
LIBERIA
SOUTH AFRICA
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
LIBYA
SUDAN
CHAD
MADAGASCAR
SWAZILAND
CONGO
MALAWI
TANZANIA
COMOROS
MALI
TOGO
COTE D IVOIRE
MAURITANIA
TUNISIA
DJIBOUTI
MAURITIUS
UGANDA
EGYPT
MOROCCO
ZAMBIA
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
MOZAMBIQUE
ZIMBABWE
ERITREA
NAMIBIA



Research Report/Presentation: Africa Research Power Point Project

Teacher Name: Dr. Sumner 

Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings. 
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs. 
	Information is organized, but paragraphs are not well-constructed. 
	The information appears to be disorganized. 

	Sources (APA format) Work Cited Page
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format. 
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. 

	Mechanics 
	No grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors. 
	Almost no grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors 
	A few grammatical spelling, or punctuation errors. 
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors. 

	Paragraph Construction 
	All paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Most paragraphs include introductory sentence, explanations or details, and concluding sentence. 
	Paragraphs included related information but were typically not constructed well. 
	Paragraphing structure was not clear and sentences were not typically related within the paragraphs. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Power-Point Presentation
	Power-Point contains all items presented on your project sheet. Presenter greatly displays a clear understanding of the material.
	Power-Point contains some items presented on your project sheet.  Presenter displays an understanding of the material.
	Power-Point contains few items presented on your project sheet.  Presenter somewhat displays an understanding of the material.
	Power-Point does not contain any items presented on your project sheet. Presenter does not display an understanding of the material.

	Visual Literacy
	Artifacts are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.  Visual aids greatly display a clear understanding of the material.
	Artifacts are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids display a clear understanding of the material.
	Artifacts are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.   Visual aids somewhat displays an understanding of the material.
	Artifacts are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids do not contain any items presented on your project sheet.


Total: ________
Ancient Research

Remember the number of slides dedicated to this part of the presentation is 2-3 slides.

· Ancient Africa

· Brief introduction (ancient society)

· Briefly discuss their path to becoming an independent nation

Contemporary Research

Here are some suggestions. Remember, we are talking anywhere from 10-15 slides here so you cannot put all of this information on those slides.  Choose which items you think are most important. 

· Contemporary Africa

· Brief introduction (Contemporary Society)

· Geography:

· location

· Area comparative

· Climate

· Terrain

· Land use

· Natural resources

· Natural hazards

· Environmental issues

· People and society:

· Ethnic groups

· Languages

· Religions

· Population
· Urbanization

· Life expectancy at birth

· Drinking water source (improved)

· Literacy 

· School life expectancy

· Child labor

· Unemployment rate

· Government:
· Country name
· Government type
· Independence
· National holiday
· Legal system
· Suffrage
· Brief discussion of branches (executive, legislative, judicial)
· Flag description
· National anthem
· Economy:
· Brief overview
· GDP (compare to U.S.)

· GDP per Capita (comparison to the world)

· GDP Composition (exports and imports of goods and services)

· Agriculture

· Industries

· Labor Force

· Labor Force—by occupation

· Unemployment rate

· Population below poverty line

· Exports

· Exports commodities

· Exports partners

· Imports

· Imports commodities

· Imports partners

· Debt external

· Energy:
· Information at your discretion (brief)
· Carbon dioxide emissions from consumption of energy
· Communications:

· Information at your discretion (brief)
· Internet users
· Transportation:

· Information at your discretion (brief)
· Military:

· Information at your discretion (brief)
· Transnational Issues:

· Disputes-international

· Other transnational issues of interest

APA FORMAT
1. Book Example: 

Authors Last Name, Authors First Initial. (Date Book was written). Title of the Book. Place it was published: Publishing Company
Example: Rowling, J.K. (2001). Harry potter and the sorcerer’s stone. London: Bloomsburg Children's

2. Internet Example:

Authors Last Name, Authors First Initial. (Date of the Website). Title of the Website. Retrieved from url address (copy and paste the url address)
Example: Cain, K. (2012). The Negative effects of facebook on communication. Retrieved from http://socialmediatoday.com

3. Interview Example:

Authors Last Name, Authors First Initial. Personal communication. Date of the Interview

Example: Smith, J. Personal Communication. August 15, 2013













































