GLOBAL WARMING RESEARCH PROJECT
What are the effects of Global Warming?

Is global warming a problem that needs to be addressed?

Glaciers are melting, sea levels are rising, cloud forests are drying, and wildlife is scrambling to keep pace. It's becoming clear that humans have caused most of the past century's warming by releasing heat-trapping gases as we power our modern lives. Called greenhouse gases, their levels are higher now than in the last 650,000 years.

We call the result global warming, but it is causing a set of changes to the Earth's climate, or long-term weather patterns, that varies from place to place. As the Earth spins each day, the new heat swirls with it, picking up moisture over the oceans, rising here, settling there. It's changing the rhythms of climate that all living things have come to rely upon.

You are going to design a study about one factor that could be affected by Global Warming.  Students will design a study about the factor.  The study will include: 
· writing a hypothesis, (i.e. what would happen with the factor of your choice by the year 2035 if global warming continued at the rate that it is on)
· determining the data needed and collecting the data, 
· determining the criteria for analyzing the hypothesis, 
· finding a conclusion,
· summarizing the study and identifying follow-up questions.  (show how your factor has been affected by global warming throughout the years)
· The students will then write a 1-2 paper and will then present a summary of the results in a multimedia project (such as a power-point project).

Factors may include: 

· melting glaciers/change in water supply,
· deforestation, 

· rising sea levels, 

· natural disasters (increase strength in storms such as hurricane’s tornados),
· climate change (throughout the globe), 

· habitat damage/species affected, 

· societal break down

Questions you may want to consider when researching:

· What do you know about global warming?
· What are the causes and outcomes of global warming?

· Discuss factors that effect global warming and greenhouse gases.

· When did global warming start?

· What’s being done to reduce our emissions?

· How does the average human cause global warming?

· What are the long term effects and short term effects of global warming?

· How does your factor of global warming affect the human race?

· What are the positives and negatives of greenhouse gases on our planet?

· Differentiate Global Warming and Climate Change

· What is an ecosystem?

· How are the top nations in the world handling Global Warming?

Global Warming Research Project

Rubric

Name:___________________


Date:________








Points/Out of

Knowledge of Content

30pts

______

Presentation (power-point/movie)
20pts

______

Grammar



20pts

______

Creativity



10pts

______

Professionalism


10pts

______

APA Format Citation


10pts

______

Total




100pts

______
Power-Point 

· Be creative with your power-point

· Make sure your power-point is legible

· Make sure you are making valid arguments (backed up with credible evidence)

· Work Cited Page in APA format

1-2 Page Paper

· Present your thesis clearly

· Support your ideas with valid evidence

· Make sure you are making valid arguments (backed up with credible evidence)

· Develop a strong conclusion

· Work Cited Page in APA format

Articles on Global Warming:

http://www.globalwarming.org
http://www.climatehotmap.org
http://topicsnytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.htm?inline=nyt-classifier#
http://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/global_warming/
Global Warming information:

US EPA-Global Warming Site

Global Warming: Early Warning Signs

Science Daily: Global Warning News

NRDC: Global Warming

Global Warming Simulation, Global Warming Interactive, Climate…..

Weather Information:
Welcome to the Weather Underground: Weather Underground

NOAA-National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration-Past Weather

World Climate: Weather rainfall and temperature data

