Carnahan High School of the Future

World History Syllabus

Teacher: Dianna Dix

(314)-457-0582

Email: Dianna.Dix@slps.org
Website: http://msdiannadix.weebly.com/
Course Description

In this social studies course students will get the opportunity to examine and study interactions of world history from the period of 600 BCE to the present. The long term goal is for students to demonstrate an understanding of the connection between the history of human culture and the complexities of today’s world events and occurrences.  

Students refine their analytical abilities and critical thinking skills in order to understand historical and geographical context, make comparisons across cultures, use documents

and other primary sources, and recognize and discuss different interpretations

and historical frameworks.  The course imposes a heavy reading and writing

load throughout the year.  Continuity and change will be addressed in the themes of each unit. 


Topics to be covered will emphasize non-western history by focusing on the interactions of peoples in different places and times.  Students will be expected to understand specific content as well as comparisons over time and place.  

The Six World History Themes:

1. The relationship of change and continuity from 8,000 bce to the present.

2. Impact of interaction among and within major societies.

3. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment.

4. Systems of social structure and gender structure.

5. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments.

6. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states

and political identities, including the emergence of the nation-state. 
Habits of Mind:

In addition to learning the content of world history, students will also work to develop the following skills:

1. Constructing and evaluating arguments: using evidence to make plausible arguments.

2. Using documents and other primary data: developing the skills necessary to analyze point of view, context, and bias, and to understand and interpret information.

3. Assessing issues of change and continuity over time, including the capacity to deal with change as a process and with questions of causation.

4. Understanding diversity of interpretations through analysis of context, point of view and frame of reference.

5. Seeing global patterns and processes over time and space while also connecting local developments to global ones and moving through levels of generalizations from the global to the particular.

6. Comparing within and among societies, including comparing societies’ reactions to global processes.

7. Being aware of human commonalities and differences while assessing claims of universal standards, and understanding culturally diverse ideas and values in historical context.
Text: 

Spielvogel, J. Jackson. “World History”. McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc, 2003

Columbus, Ohio

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways through formative and summative assessments such as: Benchmarks, teacher made tests/quizzes, essays, and projects/presentations, webquests.

Class Materials

You will need 
1- A folder preferably a binder with page separators (for handouts).

2- Notebook (Three Subject Notebook. Students, make sure you have a notebook specifically for this class)
3- Pens and Pencils (Students, make sure your pencils are sharpened and ready once I walk into the classroom.)
4-Looseleaf
5-Book  (Bring your book everyday unless instructed to do otherwise!)
Make-Up Procedures

It is the responsibility of the student to make-up all missed work. Be sure to check with me, the teacher, to see what you missed in class.  Your grades along with your missing assignments will be displayed on the desktop computer in the back of the classroom for you to see at all times.  Furthermore, your grades and assignments will be provided to you through engrade. You will be given sufficient time to turn in all missed work. If you do not have your work the day it is due, then you can turn in the assignment for a late grade. One day late will result in a loss of one letter grade. After two days late, then you will receive half credit for each late assignment.

Missing Class

If you miss class during a day when a participation grade is being taken, then you will have to complete an extra credit assignment to make-up for the missing participation grade.  It is your job to find out what you missed.

Extra Credit

There will be opportunity for extra credit. I will determine what will be suitable for an extra credit assignment but I am always open to your ideas of what you would want to do for extra credit.  However, you must have all other assignments completed before being allowed to turn in extra credit.
Beginning of Class

At the beginning of each class you will be given a DO NOW question which you must give a response to.  At the end of the week you will turn these assignments in for a participation grade.

Notes

THIS IS A NOTE TAKING CLASS!!!!!!! The student is responsible for taking all notes given in class. 

You are responsible for all material covered in class for your quizzes and exams.  If you miss a day of notes there will be an extra of copy of notes on both of the desktop computers in the back of the room.
Classroom rules and procedures
Rules and Procedures:

1. NO GUM CHEWING or eating/drinking anything in class!!!!!!

2. Shirts must be tucked in.

3. No sagging pants.  Pants will be pulled up at all times.

4. Students will respect one another.  There is zero tolerance to bullying or horsing around OF ANY SORT.  Students will be reprimanded for ANY level of horsing around.  

5. You must get to class on time.  If you are late, you must have a pass.  If you do not have a pass then you will be marked tardy.  After so many tardy marks your parents will then receive a phone call.
6. Passes: Students are not allowed to leave the class room during the first fifteen minutes and last fifteen minutes of class. This is a school-wide policy.  When you do leave the classroom students must have a pass and it must be signed by the teacher of that class room with the date and time written next to the name.  Once you return to the classroom the teacher must sign it again.
7. When you leave, leave in an orderly fashion (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, all belongings taken with you).

Consequences for tardiness:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Student Conference

3. Conference/Parent Phone Call

4. Lose your ability to use notes on currently scheduled test
Behavior Rewards and Consequences
Rewards 





Consequences

1. The most important reward is LEARNING. 

1. Warning

2. Verbal Praise 




2. Teacher / Student Conference

3. Self-Confidence 




3. Call to Parent or Guardian

4. The “Jackpot Reward”



4. Referral to the office***

***Immediate Referrals for profanity, fighting, insubordination, etc.
Homework:

1. Turn in assignments on time!!!!

2. DO NOT COPY.  Homework assignments are meant to reinforce the lesson that was just taught to you.  Copying is a waste of time and is of no benefit to you.  Plus you risk receiving a zero or splitting the grade in two with your comrade.  This includes cheating on a project, exam, homework, quizzes basically all assignments.

3. If caught cheating on an assignment, student must stay after school to make-up any further incomplete assignment (only if the teacher allows the student to make-up that assignment and has not distributed a zero for that assignment already).
Cheating & Plagiarizing: 

1. When writing a paper, students must make sure that they are citing their sources (giving the author credit).  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on their paper.  Citing must be completed in either APA or MLA format.
2. Cheating on exams, quizzes, homework, etc. is strictly prohibited.  If caught, the students will receive a zero or I will split the grade in two.  

“Jackpot”  

1. This will be a competition between classes.  Everyday their will be a score from 1-5 (5 being the highest).  I will decide how the class has performed and therefore will determine what the classes score will be for the day.

2. At the end of the year the class that has the highest score will be the class of the year.  The prizes include $5 gift certificate for an item that the class chooses in collaboration.  One test can be dropped.  

3. There are many things that will be used to evaluate the class daily and will determine whether the class will receive a 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 for the day.
a. no gum chewing

b. shirts tucked in

c. pants up

d. class cooperation

e. cooperation during fire, tornado, and intruder drills (if you do not cooperate during these drills all of you points for the year will be forfeit.)
f. cumulative class grades
g. homework

h. restroom breaks (I do not want students leaving class for a restroom break every two seconds of every day).
i. leaving the class in an orderly manner (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, no belongings left in the classroom)

j. daily classroom behavior (ex: who has the fewest right ups)
k. being on time/working on Do Now’s once you have entered the room (which class is ready to work ON TIME, pens, paper, notebooks, books)

l. This is a team effort in your class.  Everyone must work together to receive the highest points for your class.
Grades

I do NOT give grades. You must earn your grade in this class.
Grading Scale:
90-100%
A
The student’s work is exemplary and is completed in a timely and 

independent manner.  The work shows a high level of understanding or performance.

80%-89%
B
The student’s work is above average and has been completed in a 

timely and independent manner.  The work shows a clear level of 

understanding or performance.



70%-79%
C
The student’s work is satisfactory and may or may not be 

completed in a timely/independent manner.

60%-69%
D
The student’s work barely meets requirements and work is not 

completed in a timely or independent manner.

0%-59%
F
The student’s work does not meet the minimum standards of 

Or unacceptable
understanding or performance or work is not the student’s personal best
Weight in the Grading Scale:

This is how your assignments will be weighed:

Homework: (Worksheets; Work Packets; Outlines; Notes; Class Discussion) etc…………………………………………………………………………………...….10% 

Participation: (Do Now, Exit Slips, Book Assignments, Journal Articles, 

IndependentWork)………………………………………………………..……………15% 

Assessments: (Quizzes, Tests, Final Exams, Benchmarks, EOC Exams, Final Exams)……………………………………………………………………………...….35%

Classwork: (Projects, Presentations, Document Analysis (DBQs), Research Papers, Essays)………………………………………………………………………………....40%
Course Planner 
First Quarter:

Week One:

What is history and why should it be studied?

The First Humans

The First Civilizations

How did the evolution of humans bring rise to civilizations? 
Week Two:
Origins of Humanity and Development of Civilizations (Prehistory-1500 C.E.)

The First Humans
The First Civilizations
How did the evolution of humans bring rise to civilizations? 
Week Three:
Origins of Humanity and Development of Civilizations (Prehistory-1500 C.E.)

Mesopotamia; Egypt; Indus Valley and Yellow River

How did geography influence the development of early civilizations?
Week Four:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
Mesopotamia; Egypt; Indus Valley and Yellow River

How did geography influence the development of early civilizations?
Week Five:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
Mesopotamia; Egypt; Indus Valley and Yellow River

How did geography influence the development of early civilizations?
Week Six:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
Mesopotamia; Egypt; Indus Valley and Yellow River

How did geography influence the development of early civilizations?
Week Seven:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among Asian civilizations?
Week Eight:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among Asian civilizations?
Week Nine:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among major Middle Eastern civilizations?
Second Quarter:

Week One:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among major Middle Eastern civilizations?
Week Two:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among ancient African and American civilizations?
Week Three:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among ancient African and American civilizations?
Week Four:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among ancient European civilizations?
Week Five:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among ancient European civilizations?
Week Six:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
What were the dominant characteristics, contributions of, and interactions among ancient European civilizations?
Week Seven:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
How did feudalism and the Church intersect in society?
Week Eight:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
How did feudalism and the Church intersect in society?
Week Nine:
The Age of Revolutions (1550-1900)
How did a revolution in trade influence the Renaissance and changes in the Catholic Church?
Third Quarter:

Week One:
The Age of Revolutions (1550-1900)
How did a revolution in trade influence the Renaissance and changes in the Catholic Church?
Week Two:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)

How did the Conquest of the Americas influence global trade?
Week Three:
Age of Exchange and Encounter and the Emergence of a Global Age (800 C.E.-1600 C.E.)
How did the Conquest of the Americas influence global trade?
Week Four:
The Age of Revolutions (1550-1900)
How did the Scientific Revolution Influence the Enlightenment?
Week Five:
The Age of Revolutions (1550-1900)
How did the Scientific Revolution Influence the Enlightenment?
Week Six:
The Age of Revolutions (1550-1900)
What political, economic, and social changes were set in motion by the American and French Revolutions?
Week Seven:
Industrialism and Imperialism (1700-1914)

What were the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution?
Week Eight:
Industrialism and Imperialism (1700-1914)

What were the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution?

Week Nine:
Industrialism and Imperialism (1700-1914)

How did Industrialism bring about social, political, and economic changes in society?

Fourth Quarter:

Week One:
Industrialism and Imperialism (1700-1914)
How did 19th century Imperialism affect imperial powers and their colonies?
Week Two:
Industrialism and Imperialism (1700-1914)
How did 19th century Imperialism affect imperial powers and their colonies?

Week Three:
The World Wars (1914-1945)
What were the causes and effects of World War I?
Week Four:
The World Wars (1914-1945)
What were the causes and effects of World War I?
Week Five:
The World Wars (1914-1945)
What were the causes and effects of World War II?
Week Six:
The World Wars (1914-1945)
What were the causes and effects of World War II?
Week Seven:
The World Wars (1914-1945)
What were the causes and effects of World War II?
Week Eight:
The World Since 1945
How did communism in China and nationalism in India affect these nations’ development?

Week Nine: 
The World Since 1945
How did the Cold War Influence the development of military organizations and armed conflicts?
Teaching Strategies

Lectures

In our 90-minute classes, I find it unproductive to lecture more than half the time.

I usually lecture for only 20 to 30 minutes. Almost all of my lectures are accompanied

by a PowerPoint presentation.

Discussions

I train students using the Socratic seminar method from the first week of school.

To scaffold to the level I would like, I start with fishbowls with students peer-grading

each other, and I model how to facilitate using the Socratic method. To create a

fishbowl discussion, I merely split the students into two groups, where one group

first discusses a prompt in an inner circle, while the outer circle observes silently.

When the inner circle is done, I solicit critiques from the outer circle observers.

The two groups then switch places, and the new inner circle is given a related, but

new prompt. Eventually, students come prepared with their own prompts and can

ideally lead a whole-class discussion. [C4, C5]

Group Work

I often put students in groups to process primary-source documents or large

amounts of content, usually with the goal of generating theses and outlines for

sample questions that I have written on the board. The processing is accomplished

through various exercises that focus on a selected set of skills. For example, the

groups might focus on how to determine and analyze point of view, or on how to

group a set of documents. 
Projects

Projects will vary dealing with power-point projects, research papers, presentations, movie makers, webquests etc.

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways through formative and summative assessments such as: Benchmarks, teacher made tests/quizzes, essays, research papers, and projects/presentations.
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