Populist Party & Labor Unions Political Cartoon Project
As business leaders merged and consolidated their forces into such organizations as mergers and monopolies, it seemed necessary for workers to do the same.  Although Northern wages were generally higher than Southern wages, exploitation and unsafe working conditions drew workers together across regions in a nationwide labor movement.  Laborers—skilled and unskilled, female and male, black and white—joined together in unions to try to improve their lot.  One of the largest employers, the steel mills, often demanded a seven-day workweek.  Seamstresses, like factory workers in most industries, worked 12 or more hours a day, six days a week. Employees were not entitled to vacation, sick leave, unemployment compensation, or reimbursement for injuries suffered on the job.  In 1882, an average of 675 laborers was killed in work related accidents each week. In addition, wages were so low that most families could not survive unless everyone held a job.  Between 1890 and 1910, for example, the number of women working for wages doubled, from 4 million to more than 8 million.  With little time or energy left for school, child laborers forfeited their futures to help their families make ends meet.  Not surprisingly, sweatshop jobs paid the lowest wages—often as little as 27 cents for a child’s 14 hour day.  Industries and government responded to strikes and work stoppages by unions forcefully, which they saw as a threat to the entire capitalist system.  Sometimes these responses turned violent for both sides (see Haymarket Affair, Homestead Strike and the Pullman Company Strike.)
You are going to choose a side either pro (for) union or anti (against) union.  You are then going to develop a political cartoon explaining various reasons that support why unions worked or why they did not work.  Make sure these reasons are reflecting relevant (historical) reasons as to why you believe in this cause.  They must be relevant to the topic of our discussion.  You may want to choose the side that you feel most strongly against.  You may want to look on pages 241-245 in the section titled “Big Business and Labor” to gather ideas about positions for and against unions.  Also read pages 219-223 under the Section titled “Farmers and the Populist Movement”.  In this section you may choose the side of the railroad companies or the farmers who organized into the Grangers and the Populist Party
You must answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your flyer:

1. Define: labor union, strike, collective bargaining

2. Identify the causes of the rise of the Populist Party and the effects the party had.

3. How did the Grange and the Farmers’ Alliances pave the way for the Populist Party?
4. How did working conditions contribute to the growth of the labor movement?
5. How did the 1877 strike and Haymarket cause the public to resent the labor movement?

6. If the government had supported unions instead of management in the late 19th century, how might the lives of workers have been different?
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Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History 




Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________
	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning of political cartoon/ flyer drawing
	The drawing clearly represents the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to the divisive politics of unions.
	The drawing represents the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to the divisive politics of unions.
	The drawing only somewhat represents the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to the divisive politics of unions.
	The drawing does not represent the idea of the anti-union or pro union activists. The student's symbols were obviously hastily drawn. There is no connection between the picture and the idea of the divisive politics of unions. 

	Quality of Information 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples. 
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given. 
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic. 

	Visual Aids
	Artifacts are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.  Visual aids contains all items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids contain some items presented on your project sheet.
	Artifacts are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.   Visual aids contain few items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids do not contain any items presented on your project sheet.

	Developed questions/
explanations 
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough of anti-union or pro union activists.
	An explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation discusses the ideas of anti-union or pro union activists.
	The explanations, regarding the questions, do not fully discuss the idea of anti-union or pro union activists. It is messy and/or lacks detail.
	The explanations were clearly written hastily and have no detail and/or do not discuss any connection with the ideas of anti-union or pro union activists.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.


Comments:









Total Points:


Populist Party & Labor Unions Political Cartoon Project

Directions: Fill out this graphic organizer below that explains the impact that labor unions had within the industrial factories and American society.
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Directions: Fill out this graphic organizer below that explains the impact that labor unions had within the industrial factories and American society.


	





HOW DID LABOR UNIONS CAUSE RESENTMENT WITH THE PUBLIC?  (THINK ABOUT STRIKES TURNING VIOLENT)





HOW DID FACTORIES MISTREAT THEIR EMPLOYEES?








