The Great Depression Political Cartoon Project
The Great Depression undermined the notion of the American Dream as millions of people endured hardship and despair.  The hard times caused some Americans to doubt the ideas of capitalism (freedom of business and trade) and democracy (rule by the people), part of the national identity.  70% of Americans were living in poverty during the Great Depression.  The effects of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl forced farm families to leave their lands into urban (city) areas.  Their mass migration to urban areas and California helped further the U.S. transformation into an urban society and cause disruption and hardship throughout the country while increasing unemployment.

You are going to develop a political cartoon that illustrates the Great Depression.  Make sure your political cartoon is reflecting relevant (historical) reasons as to why the Great Depression occurred or the effects of the Great Depression on American citizens.  They must be relevant to the topic of our discussion.  You may want to look on pages 464-471 in the section titled “The Nation’s Sick Economy” to gather ideas about the critical problems threatening the American economy and the causes of the Great Depression.  Also read pages 472-477 under the Section titled “Hardship and Suffering During the Great Depression” to gather ideas about how people struggled to survive during the Depression and how it affected men, women and children.  You can also read pages 478-483 under the section titled “Hoover Struggles with the Depression” to get an idea of the Hoover and the federal government developed a plan to help the economy and the hardship suffered by Americans.
You can choose to develop a political cartoon on the following:

a. Great Depression: (cause/effects)
b. Stock Market Crash (cause/effects)
c. Hardship/suffering during the Great Depression
d. Government intervention during the Great Depression

NOTE: You must also provide a caption or title for your political cartoon! 

You must answer these following questions.  You may be able to use one or two of these questions in reflection of your flyer:

1. Define: Great Depression, credit, buying on margin, Dust Bowl, direct relief, Federal Loan Bank Act
2. What were some causes of the Great Depression (what were the economic trends of the 1920s?

3. What were some causes of the 1929 stock market crash?  Which do you see as the biggest cause?

4. How did the Great Depression affect other countries?

5. How important do you think public confidence is to the health of the economy?

6. What were the effects that the Great Depression had on farmers and city dwellers?  Who do you think suffered the most?

7. How did the Dust Bowl conditions affect the entire country?
	Great Depression Political Cartoon Project
Rubric

Class: Mrs. Sumner’s American History 




Name:_______________________________

Class Period:____________
	CATEGORY
	Excellent: 4
	Satisfactory: 3
	Fair: 2
	Poor: 1

	Meaning of political cartoon
	The drawing clearly represents the idea of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash. The student's chosen symbols are decidedly identifiable to the Great Depression.
	The drawing represents the idea of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash. The student's chosen symbols are mostly identifiable to the Great Depression.
	The drawing only somewhat represents the idea of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash. The student's chosen symbols are somewhat misleading to the Great Depression.
	The drawing does not represent the idea of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash. The student's symbols were obviously hastily drawn. There is no connection between the picture and the idea of the Great Depression. 

	Quality of Information (Caption/Title)
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It includes several supporting details and/or examples.  Caption or title clearly captured the essential spirit of the illustration.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.  Caption or title captured the essential spirit of the illustration.
	Information somewhat relates to the main topic. No details and/or examples are given.  Caption or title somewhat captured the essential spirit of the illustration.   
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.   Caption or title failed to capture the essential spirit of the illustration.  There was no connection between the caption and the illustration.

	Visual Aids
	Artifacts are neat, accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic.  Visual aids contains all items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are accurate and add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids contain some items presented on your project sheet.
	Artifacts are neat and accurate and sometimes add to the reader's understanding of the topic.  Visual aids contain few items presented on your project sheet
	Artifacts are not accurate OR do not add to the reader's understanding of the topic. Visual aids do not contain any items presented on your project sheet.

	Developed questions/
explanations 
	A well written, neat explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation is detailed and thorough of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash.
	An explanation was turned in along with the drawing. The explanation discusses the ideas of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash.
	The explanations, regarding the questions, do not fully discuss the idea of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash. It is messy and/or lacks detail.
	The explanations were clearly written hastily and have no detail and/or do not discuss any connection with the ideas of the Great Depression or the 1929 Stock Market Crash.

	Effort
	Student used class time wisely by staying on task and continually working.
	Student had few issues staying focused in class.
	Student had problems staying on task in class.
	Student failed to be productive in class.


Comments:









Total Points:


Great Depression Political Cartoon Project

Directions: Fill out this graphic organizer below that explains the causes of the Great Depression and how the economic trends of the 1920s helped to cause the Great Depression. (Pages, 464-471)









Great Depression Political Cartoon Project

Directions: Fill out this graphic organizer below that explains the causes of the 1929 Stock Market Crash. (Pages 466-471)


Great Depression Political Cartoon Project

Directions: Fill out this graphic organizer below that explains the impact that the Great Depression had on American society. (Pages 472-477)


	





Causes of the Great Depression





Causes of the 1929 Stock Market Crash





Impact of the Great Depression on American Society (men, women, and children)








