Carnahan High School of the Future

American History Syllabus

Teacher: Dr. Dianna Sumner
(314)-457-0582

Dianna.Dix@slps.org
Website: http://mrsdiannasumner.weebly.com/
Course Overview

Many people view history merely as a set of dates and facts to be memorized, but

history is much more than that. History is an organic and ever-changing discipline,

periodically discovering new evidence and revising old commonly held beliefs. It’s

not enough to learn history itself; one must learn from history the true essence of

the human experience. This course is designed for that purpose.  Through this course, students will be provided with content, practical knowledge of U.S. history, practice in critical thinking activities, and experience in effective writing techniques that will better prepare them for their future educational areas. This course is divided into periods of time and emphasizes themes throughout American history. These themes include the American identity, economic evolution, and American foreign policy. This will be a rigorous course, but it will also be enjoyable. Hard work and dedication will be essential to success.

Text: 

Holt McDougal, et al “ The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century”.  McDougal Littell Inc: Orlando, Florida 2012. Textbook.

Course Objectives

Students will:

· Demonstrate a mastery of a broad body of historical knowledge

· Use historical evidence to defend and support basic arguments and positions

· Differentiate between various schools of historical thought and interpretation

· Interpret and draw conclusions from various pieces of historical data including

· DBQ’s, original documents, cartoons, graphs, etc.

· Demonstrate an effective use of analytical skills of evaluation, cause-and-effect

relationships, and compare and contrast

· Work effectively in groups to produce products, make presentations, and solve

problems
Additional Requirements:
In addition to content mastery, students will:

· A. Write effective historical essays with a strong thesis, supporting information,

and develop a collegiate-level writing style.

· B. Analyze historical documents for meaning, context, and relationship to historical topics and issues.

· C. Develop techniques (essential questions, Socratic questioning, debate) to

discuss and critically analyze historical topics.

· D. Develop personal interpretations of different eras of history by reading and

interpreting various historians’ work.

· E. Keep a reading journal, taking notes while completing reading assignments.

At the end of each reading assignment, students will also include two essential

questions concerning the content of the reading (Cornell Notes).

· F. Create knowledgeable presentations and developing the interpersonal and intrapersonal skills needed to be successful with the assigned projects.
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways through formative and summative assessments such as: benchmarks, teacher made tests/quizzes, essays, webquests, document based questions (DBQs), debates, Socratic Seminars and projects/presentations).
Class Materials

1-You will need a folder preferably a binder with page separators (for handouts).

2- College Rule Notebook (Students, make sure you have a notebook specifically for this class) (Bring your notebook everyday unless instructed to do otherwise!)
3- Pens and Pencils (Students, make sure your pencils are sharpened and ready once I walk into the classroom.)
4-Looseleaf Paper
5-Textbook (Bring your book everyday unless instructed to do otherwise!)

6-Your intuitive minds
Make-Up Procedures

It is the responsibility of the student to make-up all missed work. Be sure to check with your teacher to see what you missed in class.  Furthermore, your grades and assignments will be provided to you through SIS.  You will be given sufficient time to turn in all missed work. If you do not have your work the day it is due, then you can turn in the assignment for a late grade. One day late will result in a loss of one letter grade. After one day late, then you can receive half credit for each late assignment.
Do Now Make-Up Procedures

If you miss Do Now assignments DUE TO AN EXCUSED ABSENCE, then you must research current event articles and write a 1-2 paragraph summary on the current event article.  It cannot be about celebrities or sports unless they are attached to a non-entertainment event.  Depending on how many Do Now’s you are missing, will be the deciding factor of how many Do Now’s you must makeup.  For example, if you are missing a whole week of Do Now’s then you must write three current event summaries.  If you are missing two weeks, then you must write six current event summaries and so on and so forth.  Make sure you title each Do Now with the appropriate day and week that the summary is making up.  For example: Do Now 2 Week 3.
Missing Class

If you miss class during a day when a participation grade is being taken, then you will have to complete an extra credit/enrichment assignment to make-up for the missing participation grade.  It is your job to find out what you missed.  All other missing assignments check your SIS account and your email.  Email me if you have to miss class.
Extra Credit/Enrichment
There will be opportunity for extra credit or enrichment.  I will determine what will be suitable for an extra credit/enrichment assignment but I am always open to your ideas of what you would want to do for extra credit/enrichment.  However, you must have all other assignments completed before being allowed to turn in extra credit/enrichment.  Extra credit/enrichment must match the objectives/standards of the assignment you are replacing.
Beginning of Class

At the beginning of each class you will be given a DO NOW question which you must give a response to.  At the end of the week you will turn these assignments in for a grade.

Notes

THIS IS A NOTE TAKING CLASS!!!!!!! You are responsible for taking all notes given in class. You are responsible for all material covered in class for your quizzes and exams.  If you miss a day of notes, there will be an extra of copy of notes on the desktop computers in the back of the room or you may go to my website to retrieve your notes at http://mrsdiannasumner.weebly.com/. 
Classroom rules and procedures

Rules and Procedures:

1. Follow all directions given by the teacher.

2. No profanity will be tolerated.

3. No talking when the teacher or other students are talking.

4. Be prepared with your books, notebooks, paper and pen/pencil in the BEGINNING OF CLASS!

5. Respect the opinions of other students by not laughing or attacking their points of view.
6. NO GUM CHEWING or eating/drinking anything in class!!!!!!

7. No sagging pants or leggings.  
8. Follow Uniform Policy (see Uniform Policy).
9. Follow Cell Phone Policy (see Cell Phone Policy).
10. Students will respect one another.  There is zero tolerance to bullying or horsing around OF ANY SORT.  Students will be reprimanded for ANY level of horsing around.  

11. You must get to class on time.  If you are late, you must have a pass.  If you do not have a pass then you will be sent directly to Ms. Jackson and marked tardy.  After so many tardy marks you will receive administrative consequences (see Tardy Policy).
12. Passes: Students are not allowed to leave the classroom during the first fifteen minutes and last fifteen minutes of class. This is a school-wide policy.  When you do leave the classroom, students must have a pass and it must be signed by the teacher of that classroom with the date and time written next to the name.  Once you return to the classroom, the teacher must sign it again.

13. When you leave, leave in an orderly fashion (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, all belongings taken with you).
Behavior Rewards and Consequences

Rewards 





Consequences

1. The most important reward is LEARNING. 
1. Verbal/Written Warning

2. Verbal Praise 




2. Teacher/Student Conference

3. Self-Confidence 




3. Refer to Student Support Team

4. The “Jackpot Reward”



4. Call to Parent or Guardian/PAN

5. Positive Call to Parent/Guardian and/or Coach
5. ***Referral to the office***

***Immediate Referrals for excessive profanity, fighting, insubordination, etc.***

Consequences for tardiness:

1. Sent to Ms. Jackson, Recorded in Tardy Log and Verbal Warning
2. Sent to Ms. Jackson, Recorded in Tardy Log, Verbal Warning, Phone Call Home
3. Sent to Ms. Jackson, Recorded in Log and Refer to Student Support Team

4. Sent to Ms. Jackson, Recorded in Log and Administrative Consequences
5. 5 Tardies=1 Day in Behavior Management Center with Ms. Jackson

Consequences for Unauthorized Cell Phone Usage:

1. 1st Offense: Student will be assigned to the Behavior Management Center where cell phone will be confiscated, parent phone call.

2. 2nd Offense: An intervention will be scheduled with a member of the Administration Team and a Parent/Guardian.

3. 3rd Offense: An intervention will be scheduled with a member of the Administration Team and a Parent/Guardian; Student will not be allowed to bring a cell phone on school property; student will not be allowed to attend school activities or participate in extracurricular activities at the discretion of Administration.
***Failure to handover phone will result in administrative consequences.***

***Damaging/Tampering of a Cell Phone Pouch will result in a $50 fine***

(Must be paid in full in order for student to regain access to student activities; extracurricular activities, etc.)

Homework:

1. Turn in assignments on time!!!!

2. DO NOT COPY.  Homework assignments are meant to reinforce the lesson that was just taught to you.  Copying is a waste of time and is of no benefit to you.  Plus, you risk receiving a zero or splitting the grade in two with your cheating partner.  This includes cheating on a project, exam, homework, quizzes and all other assignments.

3. If caught cheating on an assignment, students must stay after school to make-up that incomplete assignment (only if the teacher allows the student to make-up that assignment and has not distributed a zero for that assignment already).

Cheating & Plagiarizing: 

1. When writing a paper, students must make sure that they are citing their sources (giving the author credit).  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on their paper.  Citing must be completed in either APA or MLA format.

2. Cheating on exams, quizzes, homework, etc. is strictly prohibited.  If caught, the students will receive a zero.  
“Jackpot”  

1. This will be a competition between classes.  Everyday there will be a score from 0-5 (5 being the highest).  I will decide how the class has performed and therefore will determine what the class’s score will be for the day.

2. At the end of the semester, the class that has the highest score will be the class of the year.  The prizes include lowest test score dropped, permission to use notes the entire time during the final exam, donut party etc. (decided by class collaboration).  

3. There are many things that will be used to evaluate the class daily and will determine whether the class will receive a 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 for the day.

a. no gum chewing or eating/drinking in class
b. proper uniform
c. proper cell phone usage

d. coming to class on time

e. class cooperation and engagement
f. cooperation during fire, tornado, wind and intruder drills (if you do not cooperate during these drills all of you points for the year will be forfeit.)

g. cumulative class grades

h. homework (quantity & quality)
i. restroom breaks (I do not want students leaving class for a restroom break every two seconds of every day).

j. leaving the class in an orderly manner (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, no belongings left in the classroom)

k. daily classroom behavior (ex: who has the fewest right ups)

l. being prepared and working on Do Now’s in the beginning of class (which means you ready to work ON TIME with pens/pencils, paper, notebooks, books)

m. This is a team effort in your class.  Everyone must work together to receive the highest points for your class.

Grades

I do NOT give grades. You must EARN your grade in this class.
Grading Scale:
90-100%
A
The student’s work is exemplary and is completed in a timely and 

independent manner.  The work shows a high level of understanding or performance.

80%-89%
B
The student’s work is above average and has been completed in a 

timely and independent manner.  The work shows a clear level of 

understanding or performance.



70%-79%
C
The student’s work is satisfactory and may or may not be 

completed in a timely/independent manner.

60%-69%
D
The student’s work barely meets requirements and work is not 

completed in a timely or independent manner.

0%-59%
F
The student’s work does not meet the minimum standards of 

Or unacceptable
understanding or performance or work is not the student’s personal best.
Weight in the Grading Scale:

This is how your assignments will be weighed:

SUMMATIVE……………………………………………………..60%
Performance-Based

(Projects, Presentations,

Research Papers)………………………………….35%

Assessment

(Tests, Benchmarks, EOC Exams,

Final Exams, AP Exams, Essays,

Document Analysis (DBQs)……………………..25%

FORMATIVE…………………………………………………….40%

Assessment

(Quizzes, Book Assignments, 

Class Discussion, Participation,

Journal Articles, Do Nows/Exit Slips)…...............30%

Classwork

Worksheets, Work Packets, Outlines,

Notes, Pre-Written Essays……………………….10%

Curriculum Objectives and Tentative Course Schedule

1. August 13-September 27 (7 Weeks): (1850-1917):

· Chapter 4: “The Union in Peril”, 1850-1877

· Chapter 5: “Changes on the Western Frontier”, 1877-1900

· Chapter 6: “A New Industrial Age”, 1877-1900

· Chapter 7: “Immigrants and Urbanization”, 1877-1914

· Chapter 8: “Life at the Turn of the Century”, 1877-1917

BENCHMARK 1 WINDOW: SEPTEMBER 30TH—OCTOBER 11TH

2. September 30-November 15 (7 Weeks): (1890-1929):
· Chapter 9: “The Progressive Era”, 1890-1920

· Chapter 10: “America Claims an Empire” 1890-1920
· Chapter 11: “The First World War”, 1914-1920

· Chapter 12: “Politics of the Roaring 1920’s”, 1919-1929

· Chapter 13: “The Roaring Life of the 1920’s”, 1920-1929

BENCHMARK 2 WINDOW: DECEMBER 2ND---DECEMBER 11TH 
3. November 18-December 13 (4 Weeks): (1929-1940):
· Chapter 14: “The Great Depression Begins”, 1929-1933

· Chapter 15: “The New Deal”, 1933-1940
Final Exam Week: December 16th------December 19th 
4. January 6-February 21 (7 Weeks): (1929-1960):
· Chapter 16: “World War Looms”, 1931-1941

· Chapter 17: “The United States in World War II”, 1941-1945

· Chapter 18: “Cold War Conflicts”, 1945-1960

· Chapter 19: “Post War Boom”, 1946-1960

BENMARK 3 WINDOW: FEBRUARY 24TH---MARCH 13TH
5. February 24-March 27 (4 Weeks): (1945-1975):
· Chapter 20: “The New Frontier and the Great Society”, 1960-1968
· Chapter 21: “Civil Rights”, 1954-1975

· Chapter 22: “The Vietnam War Years”, 1954-1975
6. March 30-May 15 (7 Weeks): (1960-Present):
· Chapter 23: “An Era of Social Change”, 1960-1975

· Chapter 24: “An Age of Limits”, 1968-1980

· Chapter 25: “The Conservative Tide”, 1980-1992

· Chapter 26: “The United States in Today’s World” 1992-Present

Final Exam Week: May 18th-----May 21st  
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