The Importance of Silk Project

One of the most important products in China’s history has been silk.  The students will form into small groups of 2-3 in order to prepare presentations on silk.  Students should find out what silk is and how it is made, legends of silk’s origins, its known history, the silk trade, the Silk Road, and how production of silk has changed or remained the same over  the centuries.  Students must also explain how silk has influenced the economy of China and affected China’s contacts with other peoples.  In the presentation, students should use some of the following: exhibit of silk products, illustrations of silk production, time line of silks history, maps of trade routes, journal of a silk trader, quotes about silk.

Standard 2: Continuity and Change in World History

Standard 7: Tools of Social Science Inquiry

1. Research Paper: Students will prepare a 1-2 page paper on the history of silk as well as the Silk Road in China.  Paper must be double spaced; 12pt font; times new roman; must contain a cover page and a work-cited page with your work cited in your paper as well. Work-Cited Page must be in APA format Here is a breakdown of what I would like to see in your paper:

1. What is silk

2. How is silk made

3. The legend of silk’s origins

4. Identify and explain the history of silk trade

5. Explain the history of the Silk Road

6. How production of silk has changed or remained the same over the centuries

7. Also explain how silk has influenced the economy of China and affected China’s contacts with other peoples.
8. Is Silk the main source of economy for China today?
2. Visual Aids: Students will also create visual aids of the Silk Road as well as the history of silk such as:

1. Maps of trade routes of the Silk Road 

2. Time line of silks history

3. Illustrations of silk production

4. Exhibit of silk products that are created from silk
Along with these visual aids their must be a paragraph explaining your visual aids.

3. Power-Point Presentation: Students will also prepare a short power-point presentation to present to the class.  Create a short power-point slide that contains some of the same information that was in your paper along with any other important information that you come across (that deals with the history of the silk trade; history of the Silk Road)
1. What is silk

2. How is silk made

3. The legend of silk’s origins

4. Identify and explain the history of silk trade

5. Explain the history of the Silk Road

6. How production of silk has changed or remained the same over the centuries

7. Also explain how silk has influenced the economy of China and affected China’s contacts with other peoples.

8. Show pictures of silk road routes; how silk is produced; any journals of silk road travelers

Your items must have sources and must be cited with APA format as well
You may use the internet or the book using Chapter 3 Section’s 2-4 as your sources.  Please make sure you document your sources when you are researching your papers/presentations.

