The Kushan Kingdom and the Silk Road

After the collapse of the Mauryan Empire, a number of new kingdoms also arose along the edges of India in Bactria, known today as Afghanistan.  In the first century A.D., nomadic warriors seized power and established the new Kushan Kingdom.  For the next two centuries, the Kushans spread over northern India as far as the central Ganges Valley.  In the rest of India, other kingdoms fought for control.

The Kushans prospered from the trade that passed through their land on its way between the Mediterranean Sea and the countries bordering the Pacific Ocean.  Most of that trade was between the Roman Empire and China.  It was shipped along the route known as the Silk Road, so called because silk was China’s most valuable product.  One section of the Silk road passed through the mountains northwest of India.  

The Silk Road which had arisen sometime between 200 B.C. and A.D. 100, reached the city of Changan in China across central Asia to Mesopotamia.  It covered a distance of about 4,000 miles (6,436 km).  On it, people and camels transported goods through mountains and deserts, winding up at Antioch in Syria, a port city on the Mediterranean Sea.  At Antioch, luxury goods from the West were traded for luxury goods from the East, which were then shipped across the Mediterranean to Greece and Rome.  Only luxury goods were carried on the Silk Road because camel caravans were difficult, dangerous, and thus expensive.
Chinese merchants made large fortunes by trading luxury goods, such as silk spices, teas, and porcelain.  Indian merchants sent ivory, textiles, precious stones, and pepper.  They were exchanged for woolen and linen clothes, glass, and precious stones from the Roman Empire.  Silk was especially desired by the Romans, who considered it worth its weight in gold.  In fact, the Romans knew China as Serica, which means “Land of Silk.”
Read the Silk Road Summary on the back and then complete the following activities below:

1. Think of ways that the Silk Road was similar to the Internet.  Find words, pictures, and themes in the Silk Road Summary that parallel the experience of Internet usage in the twenty-first century.

2. Review the Silk Road Summary and then review the section above entitled “The Kushan Kingdom and the Silk Road.”  Imagine that you are traveling the Silk Road in the 3rd century A.D., and then create your own travel log of the experiences they might have (i.e., cultural interactions, finding new goods, robberies, weather etc.)  Try to take the point of view of travelers from different countries.  

