Carnahan High School of the Future

 U.S. History Syllabus

Teacher: Dianna Dix

(314)-457-0582

Dianna.Dix@slps.org
Course Overview

Many people view history merely as a set of dates and facts to be memorized, but

history is much more than that. History is an organic and ever-changing discipline,

periodically discovering new evidence and revising old commonly held beliefs. It’s

not enough to learn history itself; one must learn from history the true essence of

the human experience. This course is designed for that purpose.

Through this course, students will be provided with content, practical knowledge of

U.S. history, practice in critical thinking activities, and experience in effective writing

techniques that will better prepare them for their future educational areas. This course is divided into periods of time and emphasizes themes throughout American history. These themes include the American identity, economic evolution, and American foreign policy. This will be a rigorous course, but it will also be enjoyable. Hard work and dedication will be essential to success.

Text: 

McPherson, Appleby Brinkley et al “ The American Republic”. 5th ed New York: McGraw Hill, 2007. Textbook.

Course Objectives

Students will:

· Demonstrate a mastery of a broad body of historical knowledge

· Use historical evidence to defend and support basic arguments and positions

· Differentiate between various schools of historical thought and interpretation

· Interpret and draw conclusions from various pieces of historical data including

· DBQ’s, original documents, cartoons, graphs, etc.

· Demonstrate an effective use of analytical skills of evaluation, cause-and-effect

· relationships, and compare and contrast

· Work effectively in groups to produce products, make presentations, and solve

· Problems
Additional Requirements:
· In addition to content mastery, students will:

· A. Write effective historical essays with a strong thesis, supporting information,

· and develop a collegiate-level writing style.

· B. Analyze historical documents for meaning, context, and relationship to historical

· topics and issues.

· C. Develop techniques (essential questions, Socratic questioning, debate) to

· discuss and critically analyze historical topics.

· D. Develop personal interpretations of different eras of history by reading and

· interpreting various historians’ work.

· E. Keep a reading journal, taking notes while completing reading assignments.

· At the end of each reading assignment, students will also include two essential

· questions concerning the content of the reading.

· F. Create knowledgeable presentations and developing the interpersonal and intrapersonal skills needed to be successful with the assigned projects.
· Students will be assessed in a variety of ways through formative and summative assessments such as: Benchmarks, teacher made tests/quizzes, essays, webquests, and projects/presentations.

Class Materials

You will need a folder preferably a binder with page separators (for handouts).

1- College Rule Notebook (Students, make sure you have a notebook specifically for this class)
2- Pens and Pencils (Students, make sure your pencils are sharpened and ready once I 

    walk into the classroom.)
3-Looseleaf
4-Textbook (Bring your book everyday unless instructed to do otherwise!)
Make-Up Procedures

It is the responsibility of the student to make-up all missed work. Be sure to check with me, the teacher, to see what you missed in class.  Your grades along with your missing assignments will be displayed on the desktop computer in the back of the classroom for you to see at all times. You will be given sufficient time to turn in all missed work. If you do not have your work the day it is due, then you can turn in the assignment for a late grade. One day late will result in a loss of one letter grade. After one day late, then you can receive half credit for each late assignment.

Missing Class

If you miss class during a day when a participation grade is being taken, then you will have to complete an extra credit assignment to make-up for the missing participation grade.  It is your job to find out what you missed.

Extra Credit

There will be opportunity for extra credit. I will determine what will be suitable for an extra credit assignment but I am always open to your ideas of what you would want to do for extra credit.

Beginning of Class

At the beginning of each class you will be given a DO NOW question which you must give a response to.  At the end of the week you will turn these assignments in for a grade.

Notes

THIS IS A NOTE TAKING CLASS!!!!!!! The student is responsible for taking all notes given in class. 

You are responsible for all material covered in class for your quizzes and exams.  If you miss a day of notes there will be an extra of copy of notes in on both of the desktop computers in the back of the room.
Classroom rules and procedures

Rules and Procedures:

1. NO GUM CHEWING or eating/drinking anything in class!!!!!!

2. Shirts must be tucked in.

3. No sagging pants.  Pants will be pulled up at all times.

4. Students will respect one another.  There is zero tolerance to bullying or horsing around OF ANY SORT.  Students will be reprimanded for ANY level of horsing around.  

5. You must get to class on time.  If you are late, you must have a pass.

6. Passes: Students are not allowed to leave the class room during the first fifteen minutes and last fifteen minutes of class. This is a school-wide policy.  When you do leave the classroom students must have a pass and it must be signed by the teacher of that class room with the date and time written next to the name. 

7. When you leave, leave in an orderly fashion (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, all belongings taken with you).

Consequences for tardiness:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Student Conference

3. Conference/Parent Phone Call

4. Lose your ability to use notes on currently scheduled test

Behavior Rewards and Consequences
Rewards 





Consequences

1. The most important reward is LEARNING. 

1. Warning

2. Verbal Praise 




2. Teacher / Student Conference

3. Self-Confidence 




3. Call to Parent or Guardian
4. The “Jackpot Reward”



4. Referral to the office***

***Immediate Referrals for profanity, fighting, insubordination, etc.
Homework:

1. DO NOT COPY.  Homework assignments are meant to reinforce the lesson that was just taught to you.  Copying is a waste of time and is of no benefit to you.  Plus you risk receiving a zero or splitting the grade in two with your comrade.

Cheating & Plagiarizing: 

1. When writing a paper, students must make sure that they are citing their sources (giving the author credit).  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive a zero on their paper.  Citing must be completed in either APA or MLA format.

2. Cheating on exams, quizzes, homework, etc. is strictly prohibited.  If caught, the students will receive a zero or I will split the grade in two.  

“Jackpot”  

1. This will be a competition between classes.  Everyday their will be a score from 1-5 (5 being the highest).  I will decide how the class has performed and therefore will determine what the classes score will be for the day.

2. At the end of the year the class that has the highest score will be the class of the year.  The prizes include $5 gift certificate for an item that the class chooses in collaboration.  One test can be dropped.  

3. There are many things that will be used to evaluate the class daily and will determine whether the class will receive a 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 for the day.

a. no gum chewing

b. shirts tucked in

c. pants up

d. class cooperation

e. cooperation during fire, tornado, and intruder drills (if you do not cooperate during these drills all of you points for the year will be forfeit.)

f. cumulative class grades

g. homework

h. restroom breaks (I do not want students leaving class for a restroom break every two seconds of every day).

i. leaving the class in an orderly manner (chairs pushed in, trash thrown away, no belongings left in the classroom)

j. daily classroom behavior (ex: who has the fewest right ups)

k. being on time/working on Do Now’s once you have entered the room (which class is ready to work ON TIME, pens, paper, notebooks, books)

l. This is a team effort in your class.  Everyone must work together to receive the highest points for your class.
Supplies:

1. College Rule Notebook

2. Composition Book

3. Pens and Pencils

4. Your intuitive minds

Students will be graded based on their performance with daily assignments (20

percent); quizzes on reading assignments, pop quizzes, and presidential quizzes (30

percent); and unit tests (50 percent). Daily grades will consist of homework, vocabulary

assignments, reaction papers, document exercises (when applicable), and

participation. Test grades will include completed unit folders, unit tests, documentbased

question (DBQ) essays (when applicable), and any projects assigned during

the course of the year. DBQs will be graded based on mastery of content, use of

outside knowledge and documents to support arguments, and grammar, punctuation,

and spelling.

All procedures and weighting regarding quarter, semester, and final exam grades

will be followed as prescribed by the student handbook.
Grades

I do NOT give grades. You must earn your grade in this class.
Grading Scale:

90-100%
A
The student’s work is exemplary and is completed in a timely and 

independent manner.  The work shows a high level of understanding or performance.

80%-89%
B
The student’s work is above average and has been completed in a 

timely and independent manner.  The work shows a clear level of 

understanding or performance.



70%-79%
C
The student’s work is satisfactory and may or may not be 

completed in a timely/independent manner.

60%-69%
D
The student’s work barely meets requirements and work is not 

completed in a timely or independent manner.

0%-59%
F
The student’s work does not meet the minimum standards of 

Or unacceptable
understanding or performance or work is not the student’s personal best
Weight in the Grading Scale:

This is how your assignments will be weighed:

Participation……………………………………………….5%

Do Now’s/Homework……………………………………..15%

Quizzes….…………………………………………………20%

Paper’s/Project’s(Journal Articles, research papers, webquests etc……………..…………………………………………...25%

Tests….…………………………………………………….35%

Curriculum Objectives and Tentative Course

Schedule

1. August 18-September 10: Course Introduction: Themes in American History from the Colonial Era through the Civil War (1607-1865)

2. September 11-October 1: Reconstruction, the New South, and the Transformation of the West
(1865-1900)

· Month of October BENCHMARK 1

3. October 2-28: Industrial Growth, Immigration, and Urbanization (1877-1914)

4. October 29-December 3: Progressivism, Imperialism, and World War I (1890-1920)

· Week of December BENCHMARK 2

5. October 29-December 3: Progressivism, Imperialism, and World War I (1890-1920) (continued)

6. December 8-January 26: The 1920s, the Great Depression, and the New Deal (1919-1941)

7. January 27-February 6: World War II and Cold War Beginnings (1931-1960)

· Week of February BENCHMARK 3

8. February 9-March 3: World War II and Cold War Beginnings (continued) (1931-1960)

9. March 4-April 23: New Frontier, Great Society, Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War, and Protest Movements (1954-1975)

10. April 24-May 1: The New Conservatism and the Issues Facing America at the Turn of the Century (1968-Present)

11. May 4-29: The New Conservatism and the Issues Facing America at the Turn of the Century (1968-Present) (continued)
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