Islamophobia Project
A mosque is a place of worship for followers of Islam (Muslims) which literally means a place of prostration.  There is an ongoing debate about whether a mosque and a Muslim cultural center should be erected two blocks from Ground Zero (where the Twin Towers in New York once stood.  Park 51, as the project is called, is the brainchild of Imam Feisa Rauf and his wife Daisy Khan; American Muslims well known for promoting their interfaith dialogue.  Their plan has been approved by city authorities and has the backing of Mayor Michael Bloomberg, but it has ignited a nationwide firestorm of protest. 

You are going to write an argumentative paper or create a power-point displaying your view on the construction of Park 51.  Explain whether you are for the construction of the Mosque near Ground Zero or against the construction of the Mosque near Ground Zero.  Make sure that you are supporting your argument with credible evidence (using newspaper articles, magazine articles, newsclips, researching various other avenues that will support your argument).  If you are creating a power-point, you may choose one partner to do the power-point with; however, you must present your power-point in class.  If you decide to create an argumentative paper this paper is an individual assignment.  This assignment is explained below:

Power-Point (partners)

· Be creative with your power-point

· Make sure your power-point is legible

· Make sure you are making valid arguments (backed up with credible evidence)

· Work Cited Page in APA format

Argumentative Paper (individual)

· Create a strong argument

· Make sure your arguments are valid (backed up with credible evidence)

· Work Cited page in APA format

· 2-3 page; must be typed 12pt font, Times New Roman, double spaced

· Cite this Magazine APA format

To assist you in your project here are some questions that you may want to consider including in your project:

1. What does the anti mosque uproar tell us about how the U.S. regards Muslims?

2. What do some say about the religion of Islam?  What are they saying about these jihadi training camps?

3. What is Park51?

4. Why do some people oppose Park51?

5. What do people mean when they say “Islamophobia has become the accepted form of racism in America”?

6. Identify other times when America has shown intolerance against different religious and ethnic groups. (Look at your Time Magazine Article “Islam in America”
7. Name some examples of how Americans has shown some acceptance of Islam in their country.

8. What is the core argument emerging from the anti-mosque protests? What is the link between terrorism and Islam?

9. What is the core argument emerging from the pro-mosque protests? Is there a link between all religions and evil acts?

10. Who supports the construction of area 51?

11. Who is against the construction of area 51?
12. What did a pastor from Florida plan to do on the anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.  Does he have a right to do this?

13. How do people tend to relate Islam to savagery and death cults?
14. What doe Franklin Graham, son of Evangelical giant Billy Graham claim Islam to be?

15. How do some use Saudi Arabia as an argument of equivalence?  Is this a strong argument?

16. How does President Obama feel about the construction of the Mosque?

17. What are the arguments for and against the construction of the Mosques throughout America?

18. What did leading Christian figures Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell state about Islam?

19. What did former President George W. Bush due immediately after the 9/11 attacks?  However what blighted his credibility of backing Islam?

20. What happened during Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign?

21. Has Obama visited a mosque in the U.S.?

22. Why have attitudes toward Islam worsened?

23. What are some leading politicians equating Islam to?

Each of you will be graded individually so you need to pull your own weight in this project.  Here is a copy of the rubric that you will be graded off of:
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